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DETAILED ACTION 
Priority 

1 . Applicant's claim for the benefit of a prior- filed application under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(e) or 
under 35 U.S.C. 120, 121, or 365(c) is acknowledged. Applicant has not complied with one 
or more conditions for receiving the benefit of an earlier filing date under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(e). 
The later- filed application must be an application for a patent for an invention which is also 
disclosed in the prior application (the parent or original nonprovisional application or 
provisional application). The disclosure of the invention in the parent application and in the 
later- filed application must be sufficient to comply with the requirements of the first 
paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12. See Transco Products, Inc. v. Performance Contracting, Inc., 
38 R3d 551, 32 USPQ2d 1077 (Fed. Cir. 1994). 

The disclosure of the prior- filed application, Application No. 60/179,523, fails to provide 
adequate support or enablement in the manner provided by the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 
1 12 for one or more claims of this application. The '523 filling discloses "providing at least 
two cells on a display screen, wherein each of the at least two cells is operable to be 
associated with a television channel and is operable to display within the cell, video content 
being broadcast on the television channel". The filling, however, does not disclose that the 
particular cells further comprise an "indicator which notifies a user of the availability of 
interactive content associated with the television channel associated with the cell". 

The disclosure of the prior- filed application, Application No. 60/179,552, fails to provide 
adequate support or enablement in the manner provided by the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 
112 for one or more claims of this application. The '552 filling discloses the missing 
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element of the '523 filling of "displaying an indicator which notifies a user of the availability 
of interactive content associated with the television channel associated with the cell" and "for 
a cell in which an indicator I displayed and which is in focus, allowing a user to access the 
interactive content associated with the television channel associated with the cell". However, 
the '552 filling does not "providing at least two cells on a display screen, wherein each of the 
at least two cells is operable to be associated with a television channel and is operable to 
display within the cell, video content being broadcast on the television channel". Neither 
prior-filling contemplates or incorporates disclosure of the other. Accordingly, the 
application shall be examined on the basis of its filling date or 31 January 2001 . 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 66-91 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the 
claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various 
claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent 
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any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1 .56 to 
point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at the 
time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 
U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 
5. Claims 66-68, 76-78, 86, 87, 89, and 90 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Eldering et al. (US Pub No. 2002/0026638 Al), in view of the "IBM 
Technical Disclosure Bulletin" (of record), in view of Matthews, III (US Pat No. 5,815,145), 
and in further view of Matthews, III et al. (US Pat No. 6,025,837). 

Regarding claim 66, the Eldering et al. reference discloses a "method for using an 
interactive application" such as an EPG "on a display screen top access content" (Figure 1). 
In particular, as illustrated in Figure 1, the EPG comprises a region associated with 
advertisements [103/105/107] comprising a number of 'cells' and a region corresponding to 
program/channel listings [101] (Para. [0032]). The reference teaches that the particular 
regions, as would be understood by persons of skill in the art of Web page design and 
implementation, are delineated by frames (Para. [0040]). Accordingly, the reference 
generally provides for an EPG comprising a number of regions (ex. advertising region 
[103/105/107] and program listing region [101]) delineated by frames, but is generally silent 
with respect to the particular composition and ability to navigate between regions. 

In an analogous art related to interactive television and in particular problems associated 
with display interfaces, the IBM article discloses that it is desirable to "display a region 
highlight that surrounds ... [a] region" of a web-page and to "allow [a] user to navigate a 
region highlight to the region, wherein no cell highlight appears on the display while the user 
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is navigating the region highlight" given that the reference merely teaches the particular 
highlighting of a particular frame upon which has input focus. Accordingly, it would have 
been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify the Eldering et al. EPG interface [100] so to "display a region highlight that 
surrounds ... [a] region" such as that associated with either the advertisements 
[103/105/107] or the program/channel listings [101] and to "allow [a] user to navigate a 
region highlight to the region, wherein no cell highlight appears on the display while the user 
is navigating the region highlight" for the purpose of providing feedback to the user as to 
which frame/region within the interface has input focus. Subsequently, the combined 
references provide for an electronic programming guide comprising a number of 
frames/regions in which upon navigating to a particular region a highlight border is provided 
around the frame that has focus in order to show the boundaries of the frame. The 
combination, however, is silent with respect to further details associated with the 
program/channel listings [101] as claimed. 

In an analogous art pertaining to interactive user interfaces and in particular electronic 
programming guides the Matthews, III reference discloses a "method for using an interactive 
application" or program guide on a "display screen" [18] to access content. As illustrated in 
Figure 4, the method comprises "providing at least two cells" [104] on a "display screen" 
[18] wherein "each of the at least two cells is operable to be associated with a television 
channel and is operable to display, within the cell, video content being broadcast on the 
television channel". As illustrated, the program/channel listings comprise "grouping ... at 
least two cells into a region" wherein "in response to a user selection of the region . . . 
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displaying a cell highlight" [108] "around a cell in the selected region" such that the "user [is 
allowed] to navigate the cell highlight to each of the cells in the selected region, wherein only 
the cell that is surrounded by the cell highlight is in focus" (Figure 5; Col 4, Line 44 - Col 5, 
Line 46). Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify the combined references to utilize the program 
listing teachings of Matthews, III so as to "provide at least two cells on a display screen, 
wherein each of the at least two cells is operable to be associated with a television channel 
and is operable to display, within the cell, video content being broadcast on the television 
channel; . . . grouping the at least two cells into a region; displaying a region highlight that 
surrounds the cells in the region; allowing a user to navigate a region highlight to the region, 
wherein no cell highlight appears on the display while the user is navigating the region 
highlight; and in response to a user selection of the region surrounded by the region 
highlight; displaying a cell highlight around a cell in the selected region; allowing the user to 
navigate the cell highlight to each of the cells in the selected region, wherein only the cell 
that is surrounded by the cell highlight is in focus" for the purpose of taking advantage of the 
graphics-based nature of IT systems in association with the presentation of program guide 
services (Matthews, III: Col 1, Lines 61 - Col 2, Line 3). The combination of references is 
silent with respect to "notifying a user of the availability of interactive content" that the user 
is subsequently able to access. 

In an analogous art pertaining to interactive television applications, Figures 5 and 6 of the 
Matthews, III et al. reference discloses "for each of the at least one of the cells that is 
associated with a television channel, displaying an indicator which notifies a user of the 
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availability of interactive content associated with the television channel associated with the 
cell" and "for a cell which an indicator is displayed and which is in focus, allowing a user to 
access the interactive content associated with the television channel associated with the cell" 
(Col 9, Line 1 - Col 10, Line 37; Col 10, Line 56 - Col 1 1, Line 21). Accordingly, it would 
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
so as to modify the electronic programming guide or 'interactive application' to further 
"display an indicator which notifies a user of the availability of interactive content associated 
with the television channel associated with the cells" and to further "allow a user to access 
the interactive content associated with the television channel associated with the cell" for the 
purpose of advantageously provide a means by which to integrate supplemental content 
within the program guide for easy access (Matthews, III et al.: Col 4, Lines 17-24 and 59- 
65). 

Regarding claim 76, the Eldering et al. reference discloses a "system for accessing 
content through an interactive application" such as an EPG. As illustrated in Figure 2, the 
system comprises a "display screen" or television (Para. [0060]), a "communication link 
configured to access content" [202/232] (Para. [0052], [0053], and [0061]), and a "processor" 
[204] that controls the operation of the system (Para. [0053]). In particular, as illustrated in 
Figure 1, the "processor" is operable to 'instruct the display screen to display' an EPG 
comprising a region associated with advertisements [103/105/107] consisting of a number of 
'cells' and a region corresponding to program/channel listings [101] (Para. [0032]). The 
reference teaches that the particular regions, as would be understood by persons of skill in the 
art of Web page design and implementation, are delineated by frames (Para. [0040]). 
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Accordingly, the reference generally provides for an EPG comprising a number of regions 
(ex. advertising region [103/105/107] and program listing region [101]) delineated by frames, 
but is generally silent with respect to the particular composition and ability to navigate 
between regions. 

In an analogous art related to interactive television and in particular problems associated 
with display interfaces, the IBM article discloses that it is desirable to "instruct [a] display 
screen to display a region highlight that surrounds ... [a] region" of a web-page and to 
"allow [a] user to navigate a region highlight to the region, wherein no cell highlight appears 
on the display screen while the user is navigating the region highlight" given that the 
reference merely teaches the particular highlighting of a particular frame upon which has 
input focus. Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to modify the Eldering et al. "processor" [204] to 
"instruct the display screen to display a region highlight that surrounds ... [a] region" such 
as that associated with either the advertisements [103/105/107] or the program/channel 
listings [101] and to "allow [a] user to navigate a region highlight to the region, wherein no 
cell highlight appears on the display while the user is navigating the region highlight" for the 
purpose of providing feedback to the user as to which frame/region within the interface has 
input focus. Subsequently, the combined references provide for an electronic programming 
guide comprising a number of frames/regions in which upon navigating to a particular region 
a highlight border is provided around the frame that has focus in order to show the 
boundaries of the frame. The combination, however, is silent with respect to further details 
associated with the program/channel listings [101] as claimed. 
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In an analogous art pertaining to interactive user interfaces and in particular electronic 
programming guides, the Matthews, III reference similarly discloses a "display screen" [18] 
and a "processor" [58] (Figure 2; Col 7, Line 7 - Col 8, Line 14). As illustrated in Figure 4, 
the "processor" [58] is configured to "instruct the display screen to display at least two cells" 
[104] "that are each operable to be associated with a television channel, wherein each of the 
cells is operable to display, within the cell, video content being broadcast on the television 
channel". As illustrated, the program/channel listings comprise "grouping] ... at least two 
cells into a region" wherein "in response to a user selection of the region . . . displaying a cell 
highlight" [108] "around a cell in the selected region" such that the "user [is allowed] to 
navigate the cell highlight to each of the cells in the selected region, wherein only the cell 
that is surrounded by the cell highlight is in focus" (Figure 5; Col 4, Line 44 - Col 5, Line 
46). Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify the combined references to utilize the program listing 
teachings of Matthews, III such that the "processor [is] configured to instruct the display 
screen to display at least two cells that are each operable to be associated with a television 
channel, wherein each of the cells is operable to display, within the cell, video content being 
broadcast on the television channel; . . . grouping] the at least two cells into a region; 
instructing] the display screen to display a region highlight that surrounds the cells in the 
region; allowing] a user to navigate a region highlight to the region, wherein no cell 
highlight appears on the display while the user is navigating the region highlight; and in 
response to a user selection of the region surrounded by the region highlight; instructing] the 
display screen to display a cell highlight around a cell in the selected region; [and] allowing] 
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the user to navigate the cell highlight to each of the cells in the selected region, wherein only 
the cell that is surrounded by the cell highlight is in focus" for the purpose of taking 
advantage of the graphics-based nature of IT systems in association with the presentation of 
program guide services (Matthews, III: Col 1, Lines 61 - Col 2, Line 3). The combination 
of references is silent with respect to "notifying a user of the availability of interactive 
content" that the user is subsequently able to access. 

In an analogous art pertaining to interactive television applications, Figures 5 and 6 of the 
Matthews, III et al. reference discloses a "processor" [92] that is "configured" such that "for 
each of the at least one of the cells that is associated with a television channel, [the display 
screen is] instructed ... to display an indicator which notifies a user of the availability of 
interactive content associated with the television channel associated with the cell" and "for a 
cell which an indicator is displayed and which is in focus, [the user is] allow[ed] ... to 
access the interactive content associated with the television channel associated with the cell" 
(Col 9, Line 1 - Col 10, Line 37; Col 10, Line 56 - Col 1 1, Line 21). Accordingly, it would 
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
so as to modify the Eldering "processor" [202] to further "display an indicator which notifies 
a user of the availability of interactive content associated with the television channel 
associated with the cells" and to further "allow a user to access the interactive content 
associated with the television channel associated with the cell" for the purpose of 
advantageously provide a means by which to integrate supplemental content within the 
program guide for easy access (Matthews, III et al.: Col 4, Lines 17-24 and 59-65). 
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Claims 67 and 77 are rejected wherein the "indicator is displayed in at least one of: the 
cell having an associated television channel for which interactive content is available, and an 
area in close proximity to that cell" (Matthews, III et al.: Figure 5). 

Claims 68 and 78 are rejected wherein "for each cell that is associated with a television 
channel and which is not in focus, displaying in the cell a graphical brandmark of the 
television channel associated with the cell; and if the cell in focus is associated with a 
television channel, displaying in the cell video content being broadcast on the television 
channel" (Matthews, III: Col 4, Lines 56-61; Col 5, Lines 23-36). 

Claims 86 and 89 is rejected in light of the aforementioned combination of references 
wherein the "region" [101] comprises "at least one cell associated with a television channel" 
(Matthews, III: Figure 4; Col 4, Lines 44-55). Figure 1 of Eldering et al. further illustrates 
"providing a second region" or advertising region [103/105/107] that "includes the at least 
one cell associated with a non-television entity" or website derived advertisement (Para. 
[0046]). 

Claims 87 and 90 are rejected in light of the aforementioned combination of references. 
As previously discussed, Figure 1 of Eldering et al. further "provides at least one 
advertisement cell" [103/105/107] "on the display screen, wherein the advertisement cell is 
distinct from the at least two cells" by virtue of their on-screen arrangement, content, etc.. 
The "at least one advertisement cell" is logically "grouped . . . into a second region" 
corresponding to a separate frame such that "[the user is] allowed ... to navigate the region 
highlight to the second region" as taught by the IBM technical disclosure for the purpose of 
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providing feedback to the user as to which frame/region (ex. program listing region or 
advertising region) within the interface has input focus. 
6. Claims 69-71, 79-81, 88, and 91 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Eldering et al. (US Pub No. 2002/0026638 Al), in view of the "IBM 
Technical Disclosure Bulletin" (of record), in view of Matthews, III (US Pat No. 5,815,145), 
in view of Matthews, III et al. (US Pat No. 6,025,837), and in further view of Lawler et al. 
(US Pat No. 5,585,838). 

In consideration of claims 69 and 79, the combined references are silent with respect to 
further "displaying an option indicator" as claimed. In an analogous art pertaining to 
interactive television applications, the Lawler et al. reference discloses "displaying an option 
indicator which notifies a user of at least one option corresponding to the television channel 
associated with the cell; and for a cell which is in focus, allowing a user to select one of the 
at the least one option" (Col 13, Line 53 - Col 14, Line 48). Accordingly, it would have 
been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made so as 
to modify the combined references so as to "display an option indicator" for the common 
knowledge advantage of providing a simplified means by which the user can identify desired 
programs and services and to perform actions related to those programs (Lawler et al.: Col 1, 
Lines 26-33). 

Claims 70 and 80 are rejected wherein the "television channel is a video on demand 
channel, and wherein the at least one option includes at least one of . . . placing an order for a 
program from the video on demand channel" (Matthews, III: Col 9, Lines 26-49; Lawler et 
al: Col 14, Lines 16-23; Col 16, Lines 35 - Col 17, Line 5). 
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Claims 71 and 81 are rejected wherein the "at least one option includes at least one of: 
recording a current program on the television channel, [and] setting a reminder for a future 
program on the television channel" (Lawler et al.: Col 13, Line 53 - Col 14, Line 48). 

In consideration of claims 88 and 91, "at least one of the . . . option indicator is a generic 
icon" such as element [138] which generically indicates that the user may 'order 5 a program. 
The icon is considered generic 5 in so far as the same icon is utilized to indicate to the user 
that programs can be ordered in numerous screens (Figures 8 and 9). 
7. Claims 72-75 and 82-85 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Eldering et al. (US Pub No. 2002/0026638 Al), in view of the "IBM Technical Disclosure 
Bulletin" (of record), in view of Matthews, III (US Pat No. 5,815,145), in view of Matthews, 
III et al. (US Pat No. 6,025,837), and in further view of Goldschmidt Dei et al. (US Pat No. 
6,295,646). 

In consideration of claims 72 and 82, the combined references are unclear with respect to 
whether or not "at least one of the cells" such as those corresponding to the television 
program listings region [101] of Eldering are operable to display Web content "within the 
cell". In an analogous art pertaining to interactive television applications, the Goldschmidt 
Iki et al. reference discloses a user interface wherein "at "at least one of the cells is operable 
to display Web content within the cell" in addition to cells displaying television content 
(Figure 6; Col 7, Lines 28-51). Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made so as to modify the combined 
references such that "at least one of the cells is operable to display Web content within the 
cell" for the purpose of advantageously providing a user interface/programming guide which 
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supports entertainment system data from a variety of sources (Goldschmidt Dei et al.: Col 1, 
Lines 15-36). 

Claims 73 and 83 are rejected wherein "at least one of the cells is associated with a 
television channel and at least one of the cells is associated with a non-television entity". 
(Goldschmidt Dei et al.: Col 7, Lines 40-51; Col 8, Line 66 - Col 9, Line 42). 

Claims 74 and 84 are rejected wherein the method further comprise "receiving a signal 
indicating selection of the cell in focus; and if the cell in focus is associated with a television 
channel, displaying, in full screen on the display screen, video content being broadcast on the 
television channel" (Goldschmidt Dei et al.: Col 9, Lines 29-34). 

Claims 75 and 85 are rejected wherein the system/method further "allows a user to 
disassociate a television channel from a cell; and allows a user to associate a television 
channel with a cell" in accordance with the user establishment of preferred entertainment 
sources (Goldschmidt Dei et al.: Col 7, Lines 40-46). Alternatively, the system/method 
"allows a user to disassociate a television channel from a cell; and allows a user to associate 
a television channel from a cell" in conjunction with the user scrolling through the listing of 
entries within the interface such that the first displayed cell would be associated a different 
channel if the user scrolled the listings as illustrated in Figure 6 of Matthews, III. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure as follows. Applicant is reminded that in amending in response to a rejection of 
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claims, the patentable novelty must be clearly shown in view of the state of the art disclosed 
by the references cited and the objections made. 

■ The Knudson et al. (WO 99/56466 Al) reference discloses a program guide system 

with advertisements. 

■ The Alexander et al. (WO 99/04561 Al) reference discloses a system and method for 

displaying and recording control interfaces. 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until 
after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory 
period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of 
this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Scott Beliveau whose telephone number is 571-272-7343. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:30 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John W. Miller can be reached on 571-272-7353. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information 
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